
���������	
��
���
��

A Retrospective
Look at GIS and

Natural Resources
in Illinois

By Liane Cordle

���������	
��
���
��

VOL. 5, NO. 1 Winter 2004

Inside this issue

�������
����	
������ ��� �

�����
 ������
!�"



�������# �������������������������� $

!�"%
&'((
��	
!�")* ������ +

,�
)�	����
-�������.�� &

�/!�0
��	��� ������������������ ((

Winter 2004 1

The year 2003 marked the twentieth anniversary of the Illinois
Geographic Information System (IGIS). Twenty years ago GIS was a
new technology, especially in the scientific research world. Illinois was
among the first states to acquire and use GIS technology, thanks to a
serendipitous combination of people who recognized the potential of
the technology and funding sources adequate to initiate and support
the program in the critical early stages.
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New ILGISA Outstanding Student Award
Recognizes Accomplished Illinois GIS Students
By Kingsley Allan

The fall 2003 ILGISA conference was the venue
for the first-ever ILGISA Outstanding Student
awards. The idea for the student awards was
conceived by the ILGISA board more than a
year prior to the conference. The intent of the
award is to recognize gifted students who use
GIS as part of their curriculum and to encourage
them in their studies and future careers.
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The Editor’s Corner
By Ruth Anne Tobias
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Board Member Profiles
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The first computer used for the IGIS was a PRIME 750 mini-
computer with a total storage capacity of 600 megabytes.

When the Illinois
Department of Energy and

Natural Resources
purchased ARC/INFO in

1983, they were customer
number 27.
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Northern Illinois University’s
Advanced Geospatial Laboratory
Develops Virtual GIS Notebook
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Pictured from left are student award winners Aaron Covey,
Thomas Laue, and Jordan Decker. Not shown is student
award winner Bernard Bauer.
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The method used to solicit nominations for the student awards
was through announcements to ILGISA members as well as
specific mailings sent to university and college departments that
use GIS. The following schools were solicited for nominations
because they had identifiable instruction in GIS: Augustana
College, Chicago State University, College of DuPage, DePaul
University, Eastern Illinois University, Illinois State University,
Northeastern University, Northern Illinois University, Northwest-
ern University, Olivet Nazarene University, Parkland College,
Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville, University of Chicago, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, University of Illinois at Chicago,
and Western Illinois University.

Members of the selection committee for all awards including the
student awards were Kingsley Allan, Illinois State Water Survey
(Chairman); Gail Krmenec, US Census Bureau; Becky Motor,
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity;
and Shane McDermott, Poepping, Stone, Bach & Associates.
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GIS, 9/11 and GISMO
A conversation with Jack Eichenbaum

Dr. Jack Eichenbaum delivered the keynote address at the fall
ILGISA conference, where he shared his experiences with the use
and development of an Emergency Mapping and Data Center in
the days after 9/11. He serves as City Assessor in the Appraisal
Research Division of the New York City Department of Finance.
Dr. Eichenbaum also coordinates GISMO, New York City’s
Geographic Information System user group.
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ILGISA’s New President and President-Elect
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Winning Poster Employs
New Modeling Technology
By Kingsley Allan
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“Illinois Topography in 3D” was created in collaboration
with the Imaging Technology Group at the Beckman
Institute for Advanced Science and Technology at the
University of Illinois using the newly installed ZCorp
Z406 printer.

Poster Statistics

ZCorp 3D printer and support equipment:  $90,000
Materials (plaster, ink, etc.):  $300

Labor:  Two weeks
Horizontal scale:  1:720,000
Vertical exaggeration:  30 times

Total weight:  5300g (approximately 11.6 lbs)
Number of tiles:  8
Tile dimension:  8” x 10” x 1.25”

Lightest tile:  Cave-in-Rock 280g
Preprocessing software: ArcMap, Spatial Analyst, &
  3D Analyst by ESRI and CorelPhoto Paint
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For the ILGISA meetings to
continue to be successful,

we need your ideas,
encouragement and input.

-��� �	�	�&����
����

Rob Krumm,ILGISA President 2003-2004
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Plan to attend the Annual ILGISA Spring Conference April 13-14 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield. Details can be found at www.ilgisa.org.
Don’t forget to sign up for the Tuesday evening User Group Meetings, new
this conference. And don’t miss the Crawfish Boil in honor of the
keynote speaker, Mr. Kerry St. Pe, Director of a Louisianna-based
National Estuary Program.

ILGIC Activities Update
By Sheryl Oliver
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The Illinois Geographic Information Council (ILGIC) was established
in 1995 and is hosted by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
For more information on ILGIC, visit www.illinois.gov/ilgic.
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