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Where We’ve Been and
Where We’re Going

By Joan Berkes-Hanson

GIS-enabled websites have seen tremendous growth
over the past few years. It is very easy to understand
the benefits a GIS site offers, but it is not so easy to
understand how to make it happen. This article briefly
presents why the City of Evanston decided to maintain
its own website and how we did it.
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Evanston GIS on the Internet
How We Host Our Own Website
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In the last Illinois GIS Notes, then-President Gail Krmenec challenged
members to share their experiences, insights, and some of their
GIS project “do’s and don’ts” with other ILGISA members. As
DeKalb County Government prepares to roll out its Enterprise GIS,
this article highlights the major components of its development and
implementation. We review the “road” DeKalb County has traveled
and highlight “points of interest,” including accuracy and staffing
issues, user-requested “side trips,” and Internet access.

By Pat Keegan
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The Editor’s Corner
By Ruth Anne Tobias

Visit ILGISA’s
New Website at
www.ilgisa.org
By Jim Carter
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Thanks to the work of Jim Bash,
ILGISA had a website for many
years through CAGIS at the
University of Illinois, Chicago.
For many reasons it was time to
leave that site and move on.
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On the “road to GIS”, DeKalb County opted to conduct its
own needs assessment study. The money it saved was

directed to the acquisition of digital orthophotos that
became the GIS base layer.
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A simple initial search screen will greet users and allow them to enter
specific information they want to display.  This screen capture displays
both ground and aerial photos of the DeKalb County Courthouse.

Approximately 90% of
DeKalb County’s data

conversion was completed
in-house by temporary,
part-time employees.



ILLINOIS GIS NOTES

6 Winter 2002

For Your Information...

Vertical Datums in Illinois
By Chris Pearson and Case Grintjes
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Have you ever considered what it means to say
that Charles Mound, the highest peak in Illinois,
has a height of 1235 feet? Where is this mea-
sured from?
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New Illinois State Geodetic Advisor
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So going back to Charles Mound... There are two
surfaces from which its height can be measured,
and each reference surface will produce a different
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height. As users of geographic data it is up to us to
ensure that we know to which reference surfaces all
of our heights are referenced. Unfortunately, both
systems are currently in use. While the National
Geodetic Survey and the State of Illinois have
shifted over to NAVD88, many local jurisdictions
continue to use NGVD29.

Figure 1. Contour map showing height difference between NGVD29 and
NAVD88. (units=mm)
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Geographic Information Systems
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

A conversation with Adena Schutzberg

Adena Schutzberg, keynote speaker at the Fall 2001 conference,
is Senior Advisor for the Ultimate Map/GIS Directory website at
tenlinks.com and Editor of the online GIS newsletter, GIS Monitor.

Adena has ten years experience using, developing, and marketing
mapping and GIS products and services. She’s worked as a CAD/
GIS manager in a consulting firm and held positions at ESRI and
Cadcorp. She currently runs a GIS consulting business.

An industry expert, Adena draws on her knowledge and experience
to discuss location-based services, CAD/GIS integration issues,
and GIS on the Internet.
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Sherrie Taylor
has joined the Illinois GIS
Association as the new

Executive Director.

Sherrie graduated from Northern
Illinois University in 1999 with a
bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence and a minor in statistics.
Currently she is finishing a
master’s degree in public admin-
istration with special interest in
technology and human services.

Sherrie works at the Center for
Governmental Studies (CGS)
where she fulfilled her internship.
She is now employed full time by
CGS to assist with various policy
research projects, data analysis,
and ILGISA activities.
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Fall 2001 Conference Review

ILGISA Fall Conference        2000     2001
Workshop Participants 163 150
Total Participants 230 189
New member Registration   81   64
Non-member Participation   40   64
Vendors   20   24
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