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Chris McGarry, City of Rockford

I. Introduction to Spatial Concepts and Thinking 

II. How GIS users apply these principles of spatial 
thinking

III. An introduction to tools: ArcGIS Explorer 900

IV. Demonstration of ArcGIS Online and ArcGIS 
Online groups

V. Mashups

VI. Geocoding as a skill set

VII. Wrap -up and summary of what was learned

VIII. Q/A 
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È Given the need for lifelong learning skills, in a 
technically challenging world, the 
opportunities need to be presented for a 
support system in spatial thinking.

È Spatial thinking is a basic and essential skill 
that can be learned and supported by 
appropriate tools and software, technologies, 
and curricula.

Credit to Diana Sinton, University of Redlands

ÅIntimate
ÅPersonal
ÅSocial
ÅPublic
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È Spatial thinking is more than just software and 
making maps

È Spatial thinking is seeing new perspectives and 
solving problems from a fresh point -of-view

È Spatial thinking is òoutside-of-the-boxó 
mentality..

È A virtual globe is a 3D software model or 
representation of the Earth or another world.

È A virtual globe may be as simple as an inexpensive 
globe found in a typical school class room or a 
sophisticated interface that provides intuitive 
access to multiple GIS databases. 

È Compared to a conventional globe, virtual globes 
have the advantage of being able to visually 
represent many different views on the surface of 
the earth; these views may be of geographical 
features, man-made features such as roads and 
buildings or abstract representations of 
demographic quantities such as population.

È Launched in August 2009 by ESRI

È Advantages of ArcGIS Explorer 900 (also 
known as AGX 900):
ÁAllows for integrated PowerPoint slide 

creation
ÁAllows for seamless input of layer data
ÁAllows for seamless  downloading of data 

and direct connection to online database of 
layers


