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FIRST:

• What do we have to start with?

– NWS Co-op Stations Textfile

– AHPS 4km x 4km Shapefiles

• What do we want to end with?

– 8 maps (.png)

• Where is everything going to go?

– The ‘magic’ computer (Z:\)



Input textfile.



Input shapefiles.



Output: 8 Maps.



Locations for the starter data 
and final maps
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Today…

+   VBA

+   arcpy



A year ago…

+   VBA

+   arcpy
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The Basic Workflow:
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Kickoff:  Task Scheduler



Script Startup
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Environment Settings
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Map the Z:\ drive
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“password”
“username”



Figure out the date
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Textfile to Points
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Station Points to Rasters
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Get AHPS Data
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Clip AHPS Data
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Open the MXDs
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Copy the Maps to Z:\
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VBA Code highlights



OpenDocument & Title



Set Raster & Points



Turn Layers on/off



Set Title Text



Raster Render



Points Render



Refresh Legend too



Export PNG



Shutdown

HINT:  to edit this MXD again, 
hold shift while it opens!



A few final tricks…



Loading toolboxes



Logfile



Manual Version



Resources

• ESRI Discussion Forums
– http://forums.arcgis.com/index.php

• Python Documentation
– http://docs.python.org/index.html

• ArcGIS Resource Center for VBA (9.3)
– http://resources.esri.com/help/9.3/arcgisdesktop/co

m/vba_start.htm

• ArcGIS Desktop Help (9.3): Geoprocessing Tool 
Reference
– http://webhelp.esri.com/arcgisdesktop/9.3/index.cfm

?TopicName=An_overview_of_commonly_used_tools

http://forums.arcgis.com/index.php
http://docs.python.org/index.html
http://resources.esri.com/help/9.3/arcgisdesktop/com/vba_start.htm
http://resources.esri.com/help/9.3/arcgisdesktop/com/vba_start.htm
http://webhelp.esri.com/arcgisdesktop/9.3/index.cfm?TopicName=An_overview_of_commonly_used_tools
http://webhelp.esri.com/arcgisdesktop/9.3/index.cfm?TopicName=An_overview_of_commonly_used_tools


Thanks!

Zoe Zaloudek, CFM

zaloudek@illinois.edu

MRCC’s Midwest Climate Watch page:

http://mcc.sws.uiuc.edu/cliwatch/watch.htm

http://mcc.sws.uiuc.edu/cliwatch/watch.htm

